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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Mary

· Angel

· Joseph

· Shepherds

· Sheep

· Wise Men
Scene 1
(Mary is sitting down reading her Bible.  Curtain opens, Angel enters, and Mary looks up at her)

Narrator
Luke 1v26-33 
In the sixth month God sent the Angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.  The virgin’s name was Mary.  The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you are highly favoured!  The Lord is with you.’ 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary. You have found favour with God.  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you will give him the name Jesus.   He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of his father David forever.  His kingdom will never end.’

(Mary and Angel leave stage)
Scene 2
(Mary on a donkey, Joseph walking with her)

Narrator
Luke2vl,3,4,5 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.  And everyone went to his own town to register. 
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.  He went there to register with Mary who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.
**  SONG: Little Donkey
(Mary and Joseph leave stage.  Curtains close)
Scene 3

(Mary and Joseph sitting round the crib with baby Jesus, towards one side of stage.  Curtains open)
Narrator
Luke2v6,7 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn.

**  Song: Away in a Manger
Scene 4

(Enter and sit down on other side of stage, Shepherds and sheep.  Enter Angel, and Shepherds look up)

Narrator
Luke2v8-12 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were afraid.  But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the city of David a saviour  has been born to you.  He is Christ the Lord.   This will be a sign to you; you wiil find the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’
**  Song: Come and Listen

Narrator
Luke2v 15,16 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord told us about.’ 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in a manger.

(Shepherds leave stage at front, wander around, and return to the stable.  Curtains close)
Scene 5

(Curtains open with no-one on stage.  Picture on OHP of Wise Men meeting King Herod)

Narrator
Matthew2vl-2 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Wise Men from the East came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who is born King of the Jews?  We saw his star in the East and have come to worship him’.

(All on stage with stars)

**  Song: We are so high in the sky

(Curtains close, and everyone except Mary, Joseph and baby leaves stage)

Narrator
Matthew 2 v 9 
After the Wise Men had heard the king they went on their way and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.
(Wise Men enter from the rear door, following the star and singing We Three Kings.  Curtains open as star and Wise Men arrive at the stable)

Narrator
Matthew 2 v II 
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary and they bowed down and worshipped him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
**  Song: Hark the herald angels sing

THE END

Little Donkey
Little Donkey, little donkey, on the dusty road
Got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load
Been a long time, little donkey, thro’ the winter’s night
Don’t give up now, little donkey, Bethlehem’s in sight

Ring out those bells tonight, Bethlehem, Bethlehem
Follow that star tonight, Bethlehem, Bethlehem 
Little donkey, little donkey, had a heavy day
Little donkey, carry Mary, safely on her way.
Away in a Manger 
Away in a manger, a crib for a bed
The Little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Come and Listen

Chorus
Come and listen! 
We have news for you 
It is good news 
And the words are true 
Baby Jesus has been born today
Go and visit Him

Verse
We are dazzling angels 
Dancing in the sky 
We’ve a special message 
Sent from God most High!

Chorus
We Are So High In The Sky
Chorus
We are so high in the sky
A sparkling sight
Incredibly shiny
Fantastically bright!

We are so glad to be here
Full of good cheer
Incredibly shiny
Fantastically bright!
Verse
Come on.  Join in 
We’ve a happy song to sing
Just for you
Come on.  Join in
Sing our happy song

Chorus
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King
Peace on earth, and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations, rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With th’angelic host proclaim 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’ 
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail, the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings
Risen with healing in his wings
Pleased with man on earth to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King. 
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